
Controversy Foretold 

   Christianity is no stranger to controversy. Internal dis-

putes have been legion. It began with Peter going to visit 

the Centurion, Cornelius. Fellowshipping with gentiles was 

taboo, against the Word of God as they understood it. It 

seems like such controversy is not necessary… it is inevita-

ble… and seems to play an important part in understand-

ing God’s Word more fully, completely and accurately. 

The more recent controversies, slavery, justice for women 

and human sexuality have been the major ones yet there 

are always those of a lesser nature such as whether or not 

to have stained glass windows or candles on the altar, or in 

the last decade or two, the kind of music to be embraced.  

   There are congregations that actually split over tradi-

tional or contemporary music. To those embroiled in the 

controversy it is serious. Tempers rise and relationships 

are rent asunder. To those standing back a bit in time or 

space, it all seems rather silly for all music is contemporary 

and traditional… it just depends on when you perform it! 

What we call contemporary today will be traditional 400 

years from now.  

   Each controversy appears when a Sacred Cow is being 

led to the slaughter. Someone once said that Sacred Cows 

make great hamburger! I have stumbled on another Sa-

cred Cow that is being prepared for the butcher. To be 

sure, a controversy in the making. Whether it becomes a 

major cause of dissension only time will tell. 

   It seems that two of our neighboring clergy attended a 

small conference recently. At one of their devotional peri-

ods a fellow Pastor read the scriptures from his IPod 

much to the dismay of the others. Wow! It seems that the 

book is as sacred in some circles, if not more so, than the 

Word of God it contains. I would have never equated the 

physical book with The Word but it appears many do. 

Some of us have long suspected that the Bible has become 

the object of idol worship but this potential controversy 

makes that hypothesis even more apparent. 

   It seems many forget that the Word of God was around 

a long time before the bible. A thousand years before the 

Catholic Church created the Bible the Word of the Lord 
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came to Isaiah and Jeremiah and many other pastors, proph-

ets and preachers. They heard it, they saw it, they pro-

claimed it. Christianity flourished for 400 years before we 

had a book on the best seller list. 

   After the Church produced the Bible in 397 AD it was 

over a thousand years before printing was invented and then 

a couple of centuries passed before anyone could read any-

thing but Latin. Anyhow, it appears that the printed docu-

ment has surpassed it’s content in the hearts of many and 

modern technology is fast becoming a threat. Hence, an-

other controversy in the making. Maybe through this one we 

will learn the Word of God is far greater than ink on a page. 

   I will also prophesy that the Episcopal Church will not be 

in the center of this maelstrom. Why? Because in the 60’s a 

major university did a study on this very subject and they 

found what we long suspected. Baptists know the words of 

scripture for better than Episcopalians. But, surprisingly, 

Episcopalians knew the Word of God better. I can only con-

cluded that we have never confused the two and that for 

once, we won’t be in the news! 

  — FR. DAVID+ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

STEVEN URUTIA 

 

Who passed away Thursday morning, March 11th 

 

Visitation hours at 

MacDonalds—Rock Falls  

Sunday, March 14th from 2-4 pm 

 

Requiem Mass at 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Monday, March 15th at 11 am 

Military Honors following on the Lawn 

 

Reception at 

The Latin American Club 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

BEER, BIBLES & BULL  

Discussion Group With Fr. David 

Meeting 

EVERY TUESDAY AT 7 PM 

at 

THE PRECINCT 

113 EAST THIRD ST • STERLING  

 Palm Sunday—Community Choral Service at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church at 3 pm 

 

 Maundy Thursday—Seder Supper at 5:30 pm 

 

 Good Friday—Community service at Immanuel 

Lutheran at Noon11 

 

 Good Friday—Stations of the Cross at 7 pm 

 

 Holy Saturday—The Great Easter Vigil at 7 pm 

        Reception in the Library 

 Easter Sunday—Sunrise Service at 6 am in the 

Gardens with Pastor Ruth Ann Jones of Rock 

Falls Christian Church, preaching 

 

 Easter Sunday—Said Eucharist in the Chapel at 

8 am 

 

 Easter Sunday—Sung Eucharist with music at 

10:15 pm 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO 

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS 

AHEAD 

ONE HOUR 

BEFORE YOU GO TO BED  

ON 

MARCH 13TH 



 

The Beatitudes 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 

With Soup, Salad & Dessert  

 

 Learn the steps to successful living 

 Learn how attitudes are more important than facts 

 Learn more about each other. 

 Prepare for life as it was meant to be. 

 Great Food, Great Fun, Great Fellowship 

PARISH MOVIE NIGHT 

March 26 

CLASSIC MOVIE NIGHT 

Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 PM 

Ladies Bunco Night 

March 20 at the Church 

Call Debbie Duerst to join the fun. 

New Learning Opportunity 

Setting 

Boundaries 

 

   The adult Sunday School Class meets every Sunday at 9 

am in the parish hall.  

   The book we are studying is called Boundaries, written 

by Drs. Townsend and Cloud and will help us to under-

stand better the great commandment about loving our-

selves by teaching us how to set boundaries… when to say 

no and when to say yes and how to do it, taking control of 

your life. Never to late to join in the fun. 

Fr. David in the Community 

   Fr. David & Friends will be performing at the Latin 

American Club on March 29th. Also Fr. David is at The 

Precinct every Tuesday night at 7 pm for “Beer, Bibles and 

Bull.” 

Maundy Thursday  

 —Seder Supper  

   The Seder Supper is the tradi-

tional Passover meal which com-

memorates Israel’s liberation from 

Egyptian Bondage. It was at the 

annual celebration of the Passover 

that Jesus instituted The Holy 

Eucharist. The Seder helps to remind us that the Christian 

Faith is a Jewish Religion. 

 

Palm Sunday Community Worship  

Choirs and soloists from a number of local churches will 

gather at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 703 3rd Avenue in 

Sterling. Fr. David & Elizabeth plan to participate. 

 

Good Friday Community Worship  

The clergy from a number of local congregations will offi-

ciate at a special Good Friday Service at Immanuel Lu-

theran Church, 501 8th Avenue in Rock Falls. 

 

The Great Easter Vigil  

This is the first service of Easter Day. It is celebrated after 

sunset on Holy Saturday (7 pm) but before Sunrise on 

Resurrection Sunday. The service consists of The Service 

of Light, The Service of Lessons, Reneewal of Baptismal 

Vows and The Holy Eucharist. 

 

Sunrise Service  

   The Holy Eucharist is held outside (weather permitting) 

at first light reminding us of those who went to the tomb 

early and found it empty. This year the Rev. Ruth Ann 

Jones, Pastor of Rock Falls Christian Church, will be giving 

the Homily. 



The Prayer Closet 

For Healing: Jon, Merideth, Bea, Sandi, Chad, Melinda,   

Lynn, David, Sally, Glenn, Brooke, Arlene, Roger, Laurell,  

Faye, Diane, Cindy, Kathy, Jeremiah, Roman, Elizabeth and 

Nancy. 

For the homebound:  Helen, Miriam, Kathy, and June. 

For Employment:  James, Arturo, Robert, Andrew, Emily, 

Romee, Steve, Troy, Melissa, Tiffany, Danny, Don and Jer-

emy. 

For Special Needs:  Linda, Gary, Harold, Mary, Keith, 

Marge, Carol & Tom, Justin, Jen, John, Olivia & Rachel, 

Randy, Ruth Ann and Pat. 

For the Departed:  Rob Smith,, Robert Schuneman, Frank 

Sisson, Lee Behrens, Grace Smith, Peter Espinoza, Helen 

Willhite, Constatine John Kontos and Steven Urutia. 

For members of the Armed Forces: Greg, Matt, Jamie, Alex, 

Ryan, Tommy, David, Rich, Robert, Larry, Chris, John, 

Don, Julie, Roger, Eric, Marcus, Andy, Mike, Jennifer, 

Jaunte and the 102nd MP Company. 

Happy Birthday! 

 

For March Marge Kontos, John Bel-

monte, Father David, Mike Hill, Pat 

Fecht, Dick Linville, Pete Dillon, 

Sandi Ivey, Brian Cochran, Joe Ad-

ami, Samantha Hegarty, Diana 

Sinderman, Rob Smith, Robert 

Schuneman 

 

For April  Penny Linville, Deb Fecht, Gary Sinderman, Jr., 

Michale B. Duerst, Voigt Smith, Jr., William Lee, Eva Dil-

lon, Sally Bair 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Sandi & Voigt Smith 

 

 

Friends of Grace Church 

Businesses who help and support us in various ways 

STERLING COMMERCIAL ROOFING  

2704 North Locust 

815-626-7744 

Call Kevin Froeter today for all your roofing needs 

 

Grummert’s Hardware  

424 Locust Street 

Sterling, Illinois 

Twin City Café  

A Family Restaurant  

23 East 3rd Street 

Sterling, Illinois 

Schilling Funeral Home  

Our Family Serving Your Family  

702 1st Avenue 

Sterling, Illinois 

Bibles, Bibles, Bibles 

   We have few Bibles at our disposal and most of them are 

out-of-date translations. Thanks to the efforts of one of our 

parishioners we will be ordering a supply of the New Revised 

Standard Version. We would love to have more donors for 

this cause.  

Thanks Don! 

   Don Bausch has been busy 

cleaning inside and outside of the 

building. Every item in the Nurs-

ery has been cleaned and disin-

fected. Upstairs classrooms are 

being cleaned and dusted and he 

helps set up for the Wednesday 

evening soup & salad dinner and 

cleans up afterwards. Many tasks 

are being taken care of that have slipping by the wayside. 


