
A Beautiful Thing 

   With the Bishop coming we have been making an effort 

to learn one of his favorite songs… Make your service to 

God a beautiful thing!. This is an important concept. 

When we look at the world around us we find other insti-

tutions doing many of the things we do, but better. Why 

can’t we do as much for our God as Ronald McDonald 

does for his?  

   But the larger question is do you do a service to God? 

Do you make any conscious effort at all to ‘win one for the  

Gipper!’ Granted there are precious few that can attract 

thousands to a crusade like Billy Graham, or who can give 

their entire life to the care of the horribly downtrodden 

like Mother Theresa, but we can all do something. 

   Katherine Hepburn noted that her life changed and had 

deeper meaning when she stopped trying to find love and 

started to give love. I believe that’s where our service to 

God begins… finding someone to love and learning what it 

means to love, and that begins by getting to really know 

someone and that begins by being less concerned about 

ourselves and more concerned about others. No small 

task. Perhaps that’s why the commandment to love is 

called Great. It takes a great, yea, even a heroic effort to 

put yourself aside and start living for others. I suspect most 

of us don’t even know what that means. But when you fig-

ure it out you find that it is a service to God and that you 

can make it a very beautiful thing indeed. 

  But even the simplest activities can be made to become a 

beautiful thing if your heart is in it and search for excel-

lence. Just having the coffee ready for Sunday AM, or 

decorating the bulletin board or greeting newcomers, or 

weeding the gardens. When I sit back and observe parish-

ioners at work about the premises I think, What a Beauti-

ful Thing! Maybe that’s why the Bishop brought that song 

to Chicago, it helps him remember all the beautiful things 

he’s seen and it helps us to consciously make our service 

to God a beautiful thing as well. 

  — FR. DAVID+ 
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Annual Meeting Report 

   The Annual Meeting of Grace Episcopal Church took 

place on January 24th, 2010 at 9 am. There were approxi-

mately 40 in attendance and began with breakfast!  

   Genaro Zamarripa was elected as Junior Warden and 

Brian Prall was elected to the Vestry. Sue Lee and Jeanne 

Price were elected to fill unexpired terms. 

   Convention delegates elected were Brooke Cochran, Peg 

Williams and Nancy Fifelski with Elizabeth Rude as alter-

nate. 

   Two money saving actions in the past year had a major 

impact on the budget process for the year to come.  The first 

is having a Sexton do all the work we used to pay for in ex-

change for housing and second is a new health insurance 

package. These two items saved almost $12,000. Yea team! 

   So far, 32 members have signed the petition to the Bishop 

concerning the ordination of Peg Williams. It will be avail-

able one more Sunday. If you are unable to get here we will 

bring it to you. Just call! 

 

Fr. David in the Community 

   Fr. David & Elizabeth will be giving concerts this month at 

the following retirement communities: 

 Feb 11—Heritage Square, Dixon, 2 pm 

 Feb 12—Heritage Woods, Sterling, 2pm 

 Feb 19—Parkway Center, Sterling, 2pm 

 

Instrument Maintenance 

   Our new organist has been at a disadvantage. The upper 

keyboard has been losing notes due to electrical contacts 

breaking. But the keyboard will be refurbished the first week 

in February just in time for the Bishop’s visit and we’ll then 

be able to hear the rest of the story! 

   Kurt Schmidt dropped by the other day to show a friend 

of his our wonderful Harpsichord. The young man not only 

loved it but tuned it for free. 

   When the weather warms up we will be doing additional 

work on the piano whose notes keep slipping. 
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The Bishop’s Visitation Agenda 

 The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey Lee, will be visiting us on Sunday, February 14th. 

 He will lead the Adult study in the Parish Hall at 9 am 

 He will celebrate the Holy Eucharist and confirm three persons at 10:15 

 A light luncheon will follow with a more informal chat with the Bishop.  

 There will be a brief meeting with the Wardens and the Vestry. 

BEER, BIBLES & BULL 

Discussion Group With Fr. David 

Meeting 

EVERY TUESDAY AT 7 PM 

Beginning 

FEBRUARY 16TH 

at 

THE PRECINCT 

113 EAST THIRD ST • STERLING 



 

Inquirer’s Class 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 

With Soup, Salad & Dessert 

 

 Learn more about the Christian Faith 

 Learn more about the Episcopal Church 

 Learn more about each other. 

 Prepare for confirmation on February 14th 

 Great Food, Great Fun, Great Fellowship 

Georgia (Nia Vardalos) came to Greece to follow a man. 

A few years later, she's been cast aside -- alone and adrift in 

a foreign land. Eventually, her passion for history leads her 

to a job as a tour guide. But Georgia is bored, and has lost 

her "kefi" (Greek for mojo) to boot. When taciturn 

sasquatch Poupi (Alexis Georgoulis) replaces the regular 

driver at the last minute, the frazzled tour guide thinks that 

her luck has just hit rock bottom. Thankfully, Georgia's 

latest batch of tourists is a more lively bunch than she's 

anticipated, and in between bouts with rival tour guide 

Nico (Alistair McGowan), she manages to form a genuine 

connection with wisecracking widower Irv (Richard Drey-

fuss), a solo vacationer who maintains a jovial facade de-

spite the fact that he misses his late wife dearly. With a 

little help from Irv, Georgia comes to realize that true love 

may be closer than she thinks -- if she could just recapture 

her kefi and open her eyes. 

PARISH MOVIE NIGHT 

February 26 

Pot Luck Dinner at 5:30 PM 

BISHOP’S VISITATION 

FEBRUARY 14 

10:15 AM 

Ladies Bunco Night 

February 20 at the Church 

Call Debbie Duerst to join the fun. 

New Learning Opportunity 

Setting 

Boundaries 

 

   The adult Sunday School Class meets every Sunday at 9 

am in the parish hall. They just finished their study of the 

The Shack and are taking on a new and different study. 

   The book is called Boundaries, written by Drs. Town-

send and Cloud and will help us to understand better the 

great commandment about loving ourselves by teaching 

how to set boundaries… when to say no and when to say 

yes and how to do it, taking control of your life. New 

course begins February 7. Books will be available at class. 



The Prayer Closet 

For Healing: Jon, Merideth, Bea, Sandi, Chad, Melinda,   

David, Ada, Dan, Louis, Sally, Edward, Donald, Ray, Jen-

nny Glenn, Brooke, Arlene, Donna, Roger, Laurell, Alex, 

Kathy, Dave, Mary Jane, Jeremiah, Roman, Steve and 

Nancy. 

For the homebound:  Helen, Miriam, Kathy, and June. 

For Employment:  Andrew, Emily, Romee, Troy, Melissa, 

Tiffany, Danny, Steve, Don and Jeremy. 

For Special Needs:  Harold, Mary, Keith, Marge, Carol & 

Tom, Justin, Jen, John, Olivia & Rachel, Randy, Ruth Ann 

and Pat. 

For the Departed:  Gail Ortiz, Dorothy Dillon Helen Shafer, 

Lee Behrens and Dorothy Mitchell. 

For members of the Armed Forces: Greg, Matt, Jamie, Alex, 

Ryan, Tommy, David, Rich, Robert, Larry, Chris, John, 

Don, Julie, Roger, Eric, Marcus, Andy, Mike, Jennifer, 

Jaunte and the 102nd MP Company. 

Safe Travel for Bob 

Happy Birthday! 

Peg Williams, Dorothy Rock, Doris Wade, Randii Walls, 

Veronica Linville, Steve Duerst, IKathy Kontos Binder, 

Steve Schuneman+ 

Happy Anniversary 

Ray & Jenny Espinoza, Steve & Debbie Duerst, Peter & 

Roberta Dillon, Dick & Penny Linville 

 

Friends of Grace Church 

Businesses who help and support us in various ways 

STERLING COMMERCIAL ROOFING 

2704 North Locust 

815-626-7744 

Call Kevin Froeter today for all your roofing needs 

 

Grummert’s Hardware  

424 Locust Street 

Sterling, Illinois 

Twin City Café 

A Family Restaurant  

23 East 3rd Street 

Sterling, Illinois 

Schilling Funeral Home 

Our Family Serving Your Family  

702 1st Avenue 

Sterling, Illinois 

Deanery Clericus 

   The Clergy of the Rockford Deanery meeting was post-

poned until February. They will meet here for worship, 

event planning and lunch on February 25th at 10:30 am. 

Anyone wishing to assist in food preparation, serving and 

clean-up see Fr. David or Sue Lee. 

New Facebook Page 

   See the photographs from our Christmas celebration. Just 

log in to facebook.com and type Grace Church in the search 

area and you’ll be sure to find us. 

Bibles, Bibles, Bibles 

   We have few Bibles at our disposal and most of them are 

out-of-date translations. Thanks to the efforts of one of our 

parishioners we will be ordering a supply of the New Revised 

Standard Version. We would love to have more donors for 

this cause.  

Fr. David on Vacation 

   Fr. David and Elizabeth will be on their winter vacation 

from January 26th thru February 3rd. Morning prayer will 

be offered with Peg Williams as preacher. For pastoral 

emergencies please call Fr. Michael Greene at St. Luke’s, 

Dixon. His cell phone is 815-876-6436. 


